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INTRODUCTION

The Polish archives holdings belong to the most destroyed and scattered
archives holdings of the world. It is to a significant extent due to the loss of
independence in the years 17791795 and many successive wars, with the
front lines passing through the Polish regions. Successive waves of emigration,
as a result of which groups of citizens, actively engaged to regain independence,
were taking up this activity benefiting from the hospitality of other states and
nations, also contributed to this dispersion of archive materials. These emigra-
tion organizations were, in a way, substituting the structures of the non-existing
state, taking over their functions. Therefore, the documentation they created is
of a great importance for the knowledge about and studies on historical proces-
ses. The changes of state borders in the 20th c. also significantly influenced the
state of the Polish archives holdings. The state, reborn in 1918, after the last
World War emerged in a completely new territorial shape.

The fact of dispersion and destruction of archives holdings, reaching up to
the extreme of 90% as in the case of losses that central state archives suffered as
a result of the World War 11, was revealed on an international forum thanks to
the survey prepared on the request of UNESCO by the International Council
on Archives in 1997.

The above justified the decision to prepare a pioneer and pilot programme
called “Reconstitution of the Memory of Poland”, approved by the Council of
Furope (Administrative Agreement 1201/439 of June 24, 1997). Thanks to
precise verification of methods of searching and the preparation of proper so-
ftware the Programme will be made universally applicable and will serve the
needs of other nations.
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THE APPEAL OF POLISH HISTORIANS ON

THE REALIZATION OF THE PROJECT OF

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE:

“RECONSTITUTION OF THE MEMORY OF POLAND:
INVENTORY OF THE SOURCES OUTSIDE

THE COUNTRY RELATING TO THE HISTORY

OF POLAND FROM THE FIRST PARTITION TO 1945”

Experiencing in the course of our everyday work the tragic influence on the
Polish national archival holdings of consecutive historical disasters, in particular
the loss of independence in the end of the 18th ¢., as well as destruction and
robberies made by invaders and occupants during the Second World War, we
address you with the appeal to support the idea regarding the implementation
of the program approved by the Secretariat of the International Council on
Archives and a group of experts of the Council of Europe debating “Electronic
Publishing, Books and Archives” during the meeting on January 13, 1998,
with the whole strength of your authority and the power of your office.

The history of Polish archives followed the rhythm of political events. Since
1795 documents rambled all around vast territories of invading powers. Trans-
ferred from one place to another, submitted to numerous selections, underesti-
mated, they were gradually loosing their original value. Finally, they used to
disappear, just as the institutions that had created them. New offices replaced
these institutions. Some of them represented new, distant metropolis, some
were of a local character. They all registered life history of the invaded nation.
Not the whole nation, however. Those the most active and the least reconciled
with the loss of independence, the most severely affected by repression, ampli-
fied after each of the national uprisings, were forced to emigrate. Outside the
national territory, taking advantage of the hospitality of other nations, they used
to set up organizations that substituted the structures of a non-existing state.

Making true of the hopes for independence, and the reconstruction of the
state in 1918 were not coupled by the reconstruction of archival holdings.
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Former invaders took away all the records they had supervised. The Poles who
were coming back from the exile, on the other hand, used to leave behind
documents related to their activity in other countries. By the terms of peace
treaties terminating the World War I, Poland succeeded to regain only records
from the territory annexed by Awustria.

The outbreak of the next war reinforced the scale of destruction. Main
historical archives of the state, the archives of central institutions, including
ministries, were deliberately destroyed. The invading armies took some mate-
rials away to Germany and the Soviet Union. That is where they can still be
found today. After the change of borders, Poland gave archival holdings of
such great centers in eastern territories as Vilnius, Lvov, or Grodno to the

succeeding states. Not receiving, however, equivalent holdings on regained

terrifories.

Comprehensive information is necessary to build reliable knowledge on the
past with no falsehood or short cuts, to learn storical processes, to develop
national identity. This information, how be cained on the basis of
remnants of sources. Therefore, we cor iroement or our archival
base, the disclosure of the holdings that v thing or close to nothing
about, so extremely important.

The above outlined project on inv irces to the history of
Poland being outside the present bord meets the objectives of
integration processes taking place in Eu to minimize negative
results of the divisions from the past, the antagonisms that
used to divide, but that do not have ' become an example
and a model to be followed by all the f which was equally
stormy, and that aim at acquiring comp oe on their historical
heritage.
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APEL HISTORYKOW POLSKICH W SPRAWIE
REALIZAC)I PROJEKTU RADY EUROPY
/RECONSTITUTION OF THE MEMORY OF POLAND:
INVENTORY OF THE SOURCES OUTSIDE

THE COUNTRY RELATING TO THE HISTORY

OF POLAND FROM FIRST PARTITION TO 1945™

Doswiadczajac w swej codziennej pracy, jak fragicznie odcisnety si¢ na pol-
skim rzagdowym zasobie archiwalnym kolejne kataklizmy dziejowe, zwtaszcza

utrata niepodlegtosci w koricu XVIII w. oraz zniszczenia i grabieze dokonane
przez zaborcow i okupantow w czasie Il wojny swiatowej, zwracamy si¢ do
Pana z apelem, by sitg autorytetu Pana i panskieg lu, zechciat Pan wes-
prze¢ idee realizacji programu przyjetego przez sek at Miedzynarodowej
Rady Archiwow i grupe ekspertéw Rady Europy ob -¢j pod hastem ,Elec-
tronic Publishing, Books and Archives” na spotk ycznia br.

Los archiwdow polskich odpowiadat rytmow 1 politycznych. Od
1795 1. tulaty sie one po rozlegtych terytoriach ozbiorowych. Prze-
wozone z miejsca na miejsce, poddawane wielok lekcjom, niepowa-
zane, tracity swe pierwotne walory. Ginely, tak instytucje, ktore je
wytworzyly. Ich miejsce zajety nowe urzedy. Czgsc ezentowata nowe,
dalekie metropolie, cze$¢ miata lokalny charakter. rejestrowaty zycie
podbitego narodu. Ale nie catego. Najbardziej al nniej pogodzeni z
utratg niepodlegtosci, najciezej doswiadczeni przes yzmagajgce si¢ po
kazdym z narodowych powstan, zmuszeni byli d ji. Poza granicami
obszaru narodowego, korzystajgc z goscinnosci i v, tworzyli organi-
zacje, ktore zastepowaty struktury nieistniejgcego |

Realizacja nadziei niepodlegtosciowych i odl twa w 1918 1. nie
zbiegty sie z odbudowq zasobow archiwalnych. orcy wywiezli do-
kumentacje, nad ktorg weczesniej sprawowali icy zas, ktorzy za-
* Apel historykow polskich do Sekretarza Generalnego 2 dn. 0 111 1998 r.
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czeli sciggac z wygnania, zostawiali w krajach dotychczasowego pobytu do-
kumentacje swojej aktywnosci. Na mocy traktatéw pokojowych, koriczgcych
I wojng swiatowgq, Polsce udato sic w petni odzyska¢ tylko akta zaboru au-
striackiego.

Wybuch kolejnej wojny pogtebit dzieto zniszczenia. Z premedytacja unice-
stwiono gtowne historyczne archiwa panstwa i archiwa instytucji centralnych,
w tym ministerstw, cz¢s¢ materiatow wojska okupacyjne wywiozty do Nie-
miec 1 ZSRR. Tam tez znajdujq si¢ do dzisiaj. Wraz ze zmianami granic Polska
oddata panstwom sukcesorom na terytoriach wschodnich zasoby archiwalne
takich wielkich osrodkéw jak Wilno, Lwéw, czy Grodno. Nie otrzymata zas
analogicznych zbiorow na przejetych obszarach.

Dla budowania rzetelnej wiedzy o przesztosci, bez zaklaman i skrotow, dla
petnego poznania -procesow historycznych, dla prawidtowego ksztattowania
swiadomosci narodowej, potrzebna jest szeroka wiedza. Wiedzy tej jednak nie
mozna posigsc opierajqac si¢ na szczatkowym materiale zrodtowym. Dlatego tak
wazne jest dla nas poszerzenie bazy archiwalnej, ujawnienie zasobow, o kto-
rych istnieniu wiemy mato lub nic.

Przedstawiony projekt rejestracji zrddet do historii Polski, znajdujacych
si¢ poza aktualnymi granicami panstwa, wychodzi naprzeciw procesom
integracyjnym zachodzacym w Europie. Przyczynia sic do minimalizowa-
nia negatywnych skutkow dotychezasowych podziatéw oraz usuwania an-
tagonizmow, ktore dzielity, ale juz dzieli¢ nie muszq. Sta¢ sic moze przykla-
dem i wzorem dla tych wszystkich narodow, ktorych dzieje byty rownie
burzliwe, a ktore tez pragng posigs¢ petng wiedze o historycznym swoim
dziedzictwie.
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“RECONSTITUTION OF THE MEMORY OF POLAND”.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

One thousand years in Europe

The history of the Polish statehood, civilization and culture, for over one

thousand years now, has been an important element of the European heritage.

Poland became the part of this community upon its conversion to Christianity
in 966. Rulers of the Piast dynasty, in power for almost four centuries (until
1370), made their kingdom one of most powerful European states. Thanks to

extensive dynastic relations and the policy of settleme
mers, Poland of the Piast dynasty adopted the gains «
of the West, enriching them, in a unique and uny
experience of the Fast, Poland’s direct neighbor for ¢
Under the rules of the subsequent dynasty — the
Poland became a real foot-bridge between the Fasl
The Union with Lithuania (1385) made Poland «

European states, the influence of which covered the
Black Sea. After the defeat of the Teutonic Order, th

grew up in strength to become the greatest pow«

Europe 16th. c¢. As such, it had to take upon its sh
with the Turks invading Europe.
The increase of importance on the internation.

the internal growth of the Republic of Both Nation

state was often referred to. Profitable trade in corn
numerous charters granted by subsequent monarch
of the nobility, which abridged prerogatives of rul
role in the state. A Seym, elected in democratic

large, constituting about 10% of the total population
the state authorities. At that time, such a great nun
in ruling was not to be found in any other Furope:
freedom was conducive to the development of c

oenerally recognized as the "Golden Age” of the
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distinguished itself with unique tolerance, thanks to which it was not affected
by devastating religious wars.

The death of the last Jagiellon — king Sigismund August (1572) — brought
about the beginning of the epoch of elections, in course of which elective rulers
were chosen by the nobility at large. This gave rise to intrigues and interference
of European powers into Poland’s internal affairs, consequently leading to the
fall of the Republic. In the 17th ¢, Poland entangled itself in long-lasting,
arduous wars with Russia, Sweden, and Turkey. The wars undermined the
position of lower middle-class and middle-class nobility, and strengthened the
role of the richest — the so called magnates. Mechanisms of the democracy of
the nobles, which had been functioning efficiently for two centuries, were thus
perverted.

Ambitions of the magnates made Poland of the 18th ¢. steeped in anarchy.
Camps gathered around individual magnates, furiously standing out against
one another, were ruling the country over the heads of elected kings. The
neighbouring powers — Russia, Prussia, and Austria, ruthlessly took advantage
of this internal decline. In 1772, they executed the first partition of Poland,
occupying and including a significant part of Polish lands into their borders.

The threat of the total loss of independence overlapped with the healing
impact of the ideas of Enlightenment. It was in this atmosphere that great
efforts were made to uplift the country. The Seym, known as the Great one, in
1791 adopted the Constitution, one of the first constitutions worldwide, which
introduced efficient and modern system of ruling. The revival of Poland was
jeopardized by Russia, supported by the two other invading powers. As a result
of a military intervention, the reforms of the Great Seym were abolished and
the second partition of Poland was effectuated (1793). Poland was formally still
living, however, with its territory dramatically decreased, and its shape making
any normal functioning impossible.

To defend the independence, and with the intention to recover the lands
that had been lost, an armed uprising broke out in 1794, under the command
of Tadeusz Kosciuszko. The Poles managed to win some battles, however, they
were finally defeated by the Russian and Prussian forces. The third and the last

partition, which erased Poland from the map of Europe, took place in 1795,



